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UKRI – BBSRC BIOSCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

STRATEGY ADVISORY PANEL 

Draft minutes of the UKRI-BBSRC Bioscience for Sustainable Agriculture and Food Strategy 
Advisory Panel (SAF SAP) meeting held on the 11th November 2020 via Zoom. 

Present at the meeting 

 
SAF SAP MEMBERS 
Margaret Gill (Chair), University of Aberdeen 
Richard Harrison, NIAB 
Elizabeth Magowan, Agri-Food and Biosciences 
Institute 
Chris Brown, ASDA 
Colette Shortt, Food Observatory 
Matt Heard, The National Trust 
Simon Pearson, University of Lincoln 
Debbie Sparkes, University of Nottingham 

 
UKRI BBSRC OFFICE 
Jef Grainger, BBSRC 
Harriet Trewin, BBSRC 
James Phillips, BBSRC 
Jamie Stone, BBSRC 
Debbie Harding, BBSRC 
Andrew Hellewell, BBSRC 
Hasna Zaher, BBSRC 
Andrew Enow, BBSRC 
Luke Williams, BBSRC 
 
INVITED EXPERTS FOR ITEM 5 ONLY 
Ben Goodall, Food Standards Agency 
Rick Mumford, Food Standards Agency 
Helen Rogers, UKRI ESRC 
Marianne James, Food Standards Scotland 
 

Apologies for absence 

 
Mark Reed, Newcastle University/Fast Track Impact Ltd 
 

 

AGENDA 

 

Item Type Item  Purpose 

Oral 1. Chair’s Introduction  Round table introduction and Zoom housekeeping. 

Oral 
2. Introduction to the SAF 

Portfolio  

To provide the new Panel with an overview of the 
Sustainable Agriculture and Food team’s current 
portfolio. 

Paper: SAF 
01-2020 

3. Bioscience Big Ideas 
Pipeline  

To provide the Panel with an overview of ideas 
received so far through the UKRI-BBSRC Bioscience 
Big Ideas Pipeline, the outcomes of Council 
prioritisation and current status of prioritised ideas. 

Oral 
4. Comprehensive 

Spending Review 
Update  

To provide the Panel with an update on the UKRI-
BBSRC submission to BEIS, its current status and 
anticipated next steps. 

Paper: SAF 
02-2020 

5. Food Safety 
To provide the SAF SAP with a summary of the UKRI-
BBSRC strategy development for food safety research 
to date, and next steps. 
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Paper: SAF 
03-2020 

6. Building Back Better for 
Enhanced Resilience in 
the UK Food System  

To present to the Panel the findings from a workshop 
held by UKRI-BBSRC and Global Food Security 
(GFS) on July 15th, 2020, on the topic of enhancing 
the resilience of the UK food system to a variety of 
potential future shocks. 

Oral 7. Plant Health Update  
To provide the Panel with an update on strategy 
development around the theme of Plant Health 

Oral 
8. Business Interaction 

Unit: Public-Private 
Partnerships  

To introduce the Panel to the Business Interaction 
Unit and their strategic thinking around public private 
partnerships in agri-food. 

Oral 9. Items to Note and AOB 

To ask the Panel to note and, if appropriate, comment 
on the following paper:  
 

• SAF 04-2020. Minutes from SAF SAP Short 
Term Horizon Scanning Webinar, November 
2019 

To raise any items of other relevant business 

   

KEY OUTCOMES AND ACTIONS 

Item No Outcomes and Action  Owner Due Date 

1 New Panel members and UKRI-BBSRC office staff introduced 
themselves and their areas of responsibility/backgrounds. 
 
Actions: None 

N/A N/A 

2 UKRI-BBSRC office staff presented a high level overview of the 
current SAF portfolio split between key themes within the 
BBSRC Forward Look for UK Bioscience. The SAF portfolio 
accounted for 45% of BBSRCs portfolio in 2019/20. 
 
The Panel asked how such analysis was used to inform strategy 
development. UKRI-BBSRC office staff explained that a 
combination of factors including gaps and linkages identified in 
the analysis, alongside wider stakeholder engagement, all 
helped inform strategy development.   
 
In response to a question from the Panel concerning the impacts 
of COVID-19 and of the Spending Review (SR) on the SAF 
portfolio, UKRI-BBSRC Office staff explained that they are 
working closely with the department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and Her Majesty’s Treasury (HMT) to 
minimise disruption and ideally, to obtain a favourable 
settlement.  
 
Actions: None 

N/A N/A 

3 The Panel were updated on the status of SAF relevant 
Bioscience Big Ideas and asked for further advice on how to 
build on the proposals. 
 
The Panel suggested that for ideas with data and public private 
partnerships as a major component, Intellectual Property (IP) 
would be crucial and IP experts should be involved. 

SAF 
Team 

Complete 

https://bbsrc.ukri.org/documents/forward-look-for-uk-bioscience-pdf/


3 
 

 
The Panel noted that prioritised ideas were more crop orientated 
than livestock and there is a need to look at interactions 
between livestock and crop systems for sustainability.  
 
The Panel also suggested that it would be important to ensure 
that any outputs are acceptable to growers and consumers and 
therefore it was suggested that ESRC would be a good partner.  
 
For the Digital infrastructure ideas, it was noted that outputs 
should be linked to other resources in the area, such as the 
Darwin Tree of Life Project, Ensembl and other initiatives such 
as the National Digital Twin policy and Innovate UK’s work with 
the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF). 
 
Actions: Panel comments to be shared with other SAPs and 
to inform the development of prioritised big ideas 

4 The Panel were presented with the timeline for the UKRI 
spending review submission to HMT via BEIS. Details of the 
outcome are expected in late November and BEIS are likely to 
announce funding allocations in December 2020 or January 
2021.  
 
The Panel noted that at present, the spending review is driven 
from a national level with limited input from devolved 
administrations, or local government. However, input from these 
levels is important in terms of policy priorities such as climate 
change and UKRI-BBSRC should ensure engagement from as 
many key stakeholders as possible. 

 
The Panel suggested that food waste was a key issue across 
multiple strands of the UKRI submission, with gaps in 
understanding on where it is being generated at a food system 
level limiting ability to apply circular economy solutions. 

 
The Panel highlighted that because many SR themes were time 
critical and of high national importance, that regular review 
points during implementation were vital so that impact could be 
gauged, and policy changed if necessary. 
 
Actions: None 

N/A N/A 

5 (SAF 
01-
2020) 

The Panel were updated on the strategic thinking developed in 
partnership with FSA, FSS, ESRC and BBSRC in Food Safety 
and the outcomes of a joint workshop held in October 2020.  
 
The Panel provided advice on key skills gaps, particularly 
around food virology and toxicology, and in terms of key 
challenges, including e-commerce that should be considered as 
the thinking develops. 
 
Actions: SAF team to incorporate Panel Advice and to 
continue working collaboratively to support the research 
and innovation community in tackling food safety 
challenges 

SAF 
Team 

N/A 
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6 (SAF 
01-
2020) 

The Panel were presented with the outputs from a recent joint 
workshop between UKRI-BBSRC and GFS concerning 
resilience of the UK food system to future shocks and how to 
Build Back Better  
 
The Panel discussed other potential shocks to the food system 
focussing on the risk of cyber-attacks on the large retailers, 
labour shortages in food and drink manufacturing and on e-
commerce and food safety. The importance of adaptability in 
enhancing resilience, as opposed to increasing inventory size, 
was highlighted. It was suggested that a systems approach to 
resilience could identify weakness that might need further 
research and innovation to build resilience.    
 
Action: Panel advice to inform current cross-council 
mapping activities 

SAF 
Team 

Complete 

7 The Panel were provided with an overview of the UKRI-BBSRC 
Plant Health portfolio and were asked to recommend key 
stakeholders to engage in future strategic developments.  
 
The Panel suggested that whilst currently, significant emphasis 
is placed on academic research, on-farm innovation is also 
highly important and could be included in future. A number of 
key stakeholders were suggested including the National 
Farmers Union, British Grassland Society and the Agri-tech 
centres. 
 
Action: SAF team to share list of key stakeholders they plan 
to engage in the strategic thinking to relevant SAF SAP 
members for further input.  

SAF 
Team 

Jan 2021 

8 The Panel were given an introduction to existing BBSRC 
approaches to public private partnerships in the agri-food sector.  
 
The Panel highlighted the importance of including Small Medium 
Enterprises for whom cash contribution may be a barrier. SME’s 
experience high competition for budgets and resource, meaning 
that return on investment needs to be precisely articulated to 
gain buy-in and there may be a need to consider in-kind as 
opposed to cash contributions. 
 
The Panel suggested that it is crucial that industry is involved in 
co-design of Research & Innovation, citing the Rural Economy 
and Land Use Programme as a good example. 
 
Action: BIU team to gather feedback from all SAPs and use 
this to inform strategy development in the area. 

BIU Jan 2021 

9 The Chair invited comments on one item to note: SAF 04-2020. 
Minutes from SAF SAP Short Term Horizon Scanning Webinar, 
November 2019. No comments were received, and no other 
business was raised. Discussion boards and key documents 
from the meeting can be found here: SAF SAP SharePoint. 
 
Action: N/A 

N/A N/A 

 


